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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


This  district  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one  lying  in  the  south¬ 
west  of  Wiltshire,  and  comprises,  as  well  as  good  farm  land, 
large  areas  of  downland  with  few  and  scattered  houses.  The 
population,  some  11,600,  are  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture  or  in  trades  related  thereto.  There  are  no  large  scale 
factories  or  works  in  the  district.  Besides  the  numerous  villages 
there  are  two  small  towns,  one  in  each  district,  viz.  :  Mere  and 
Tisbury.  These  two  towns  have  piped  water  supply  and  water 
carriage  sewerage  schemes,  and  other  modern  amenities.  While 
a  scheme  for  a  piped  water  supply  for  the  district  is  now  in  pro¬ 
gress,  from  a  revenue  stand-point  the  sewering  of  large  tracts  of 
waste  or  semi-waste  ground  is  a  different  matter.  However,  it 
may  be  possible  by  satisfactory  grouping  of  adjacent  villages 
to  serve  at  least  some  additional  villages,  but  for  this  to  mater¬ 
ialize  a  substantial  grant  would  be  necessary. 

The  following  figures  give  additional  information  about  the 
district  : — 

Area:  71,319. 

Population:  11,560. 

Rateable  Value:  £46,835. 

Penny  Rate  Yields :  £188  15s.  lid. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  3,380. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1949: — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise:  10. 

2.  By  Local  Authority:  30. 

Number  of  buildings,  etc.,  converted  to  dwelling  houses: — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise:  6. 
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Vital  Statistics  to  December  1949 

(Comparability  Factor  0.82) 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Total 

M 

F 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

207 

105 

102 

of  estimated  resident 

Illegitimate 

10 

4 

6 

population  19.3. 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  live 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

and  still  births  28. 

DEATHS 

Total 

M 

F 

173 

82 

91 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  resident 
population  14.9. 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

(Number  of  deaths — Legitimate  1,  Illegitimate  0) 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  4.8 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  . .  4.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.0 
Number  of  Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  0.0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  .  .  0.0 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  . .  . .  . .  0.0 


ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 
Birth  Rate 

This  year  1949  has  again  been  a  very  satisfactory  year  from  a 
public  health  point  of  view.  The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  are 
both  very  satisfactory  figures.  The  birth  rate  of  19.3  is  one  of 
the  highest  figures  for  recent  years. 

Death  Rate 

Our  death  rate  does  not  vary  much  from  year  to  year.  This 
year’s  rate  of  14.9  will  be  seen  on  studying  the  analysis  of  causes 
of  deaths,  given  later,  to  be  built  up  from  the  same  causes  occur¬ 
ring  in  very  much  the  same  proportions  as  last  year.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  the  usual  infectious  diseases  with  the  exception 
of  Influenza  and  Tuberculosis.  Then  again  no  death  resulted 
from  maternity  or  from  causes  arising  therefrom.  The  great 
majority  of  deaths  were  again  from  diseases  and  complaints 
associated  with  elderly  people  and  concomitant  with  old  age. 
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Notes  on  Major  Causes  of  Death 

(1)  Deaths  from  Cancer.  11.6% 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  173,  and  of  these  20  deaths 
were  due  to  cancer  i.e.,  1 1.6%.  This  figure  compares  well  with 
other  districts  and  is  a  more  or  less  constant  one. 

(2)  Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  (only)  31.27% 

Fifty-four  deaths  are  classified  under  this  heading.  This 
figure  is  also  a  steady  one. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Intracranial  Lesions  18.5% 

Thirty-two  deaths  occurred  under  this  head.  The  three  above 
headings  as  usual  account  for  over  60  %  of  our  deaths. 

Table  A. 

Causes  of  Death  1949 

Total  Deaths  173.  Male  82.  Female  91. 


Usual  infectious  diseases  excluding 
Tuberculosis  and  Influenza 

Actual 
Number 
of  deaths 

1 

%0f 

Total 

Deaths 

0.58 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  2.  Nonpul- 
monary  0) 

2 

1.16 

Cancer  .  . 

20 

11.56 

Diabetes 

1 

0.58 

Intracranial  Lesions  .  . 

32 

18.50 

Heart  Diseases 

54 

31.21 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

8 

4.62 

Bronchitis 

5 

2.89 

Pneumonia 

4 

2.32 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

1.73 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

5 

2.89 

Nephritis 

7 

4.04 

Suicide  . . 

1 

0.58 

Road  traffic  accidents . . 

1 

0.58 

Other  violent  accidents 

2 

1.16 

Maternal  causes 

1 

0.58 

Influenza 

5 

2.89 

Other  causes  . . 

21 

12.13 

Total 

173 

100.00 

3 


N.B.  The  above  table  shows:— 

1.  There  was  no  excessive  death  rate  under  any  heading. 

2.  There  was  no  indication  of  excessive  occupational 
mortality. 

3.  The  deaths  associated  with  “  preventable  diseases  ” 
were  very  few. 

Table  B 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death- 
rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case 
rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1949  in)other 
areas  for  comparison  with  those  obtaining  in  Mere  and  Tisbury 
Area. 
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Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever  0-01  0*01  0-01  0-01  0-00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  0-01  0-02  0-01  0-01  0-00 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  in  Mere  and  Tisbury  R.D.  was  nil. 


DETAILS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 


Public  Health  Staff 

At  present  the  staff  consists  of  a  medical  officer  of  health 
shared  with  two  other  authorities,  two  qualified  sanitary  inspec¬ 
tors,  and  a  clerk. 

The  Medical  Officer  in  addition  to  holding  the  position  in 
Mere  and  Tisbury  is  also  Medical  Officer  to  Salisbury  and  Wilton 
Rural  District,  and  to  Wilton  Borough.  His  qualifications  are 
Bachelor  of  Science  (Honours  Degree)  St.  Andrews,  Bachelor 
of  Medicine  and  of  Surgery,  Diploma  of  Public  Health  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  England,  Certificates 
of  Tropical  Medicine  and  of  Tropical  Hygiene,  London. 

The  senior  sanitary  inspector  Major  T.  A.  Brown  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  the  Certificateof  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector  also  the  Honours  Certificate  of  the  City  and 
Guilds,  London,  in  Building  Construction. 

The  additional  sanitary  inspector  Mr.  A.  R.  Woolard,M.S.I.  A. 
was  appointed  on  5th  September,  1949. 

The  office  deals  with  all  matters  concerning  Public  Health 
Administrations  and  the  numerous  queries  and  complaints 
which  arise  therefrom.  The  sanitary  inspector  also  acts  as 
Sanitary  Surveyor,  Sewage  Works  Manager,  Petroleum  Officer, 
Refuse  and  Salvage  Officer  and  also  undertakes  several  other 
duties. 

Gerseral  Cases 

For  these  cases  Salisbury  Infirmary  and  Odstock  Hospital 
are  at  the  disposal  of  the  district.  Odstock  Hospital  dealing 
also  with  chronic  sick  cases  and  aged  sick,  as  well  as  with  some 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Infectious  Cases 

These  still  go  to  Salisbury  and  District  Isolation  Hospital, 
which  is  of  course  now  a  State  Hospital,  one  of  the  group  directed 
by  a  local  hospital  committee.  So  far  as  this  district  is  concerned 
the  service  rendered  is  still  very  satisfactory. 
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General  Ambulance  Service 

The  district  is  still  served  through  St.  Johns  Ambulance 
Service  for  the  removal  of  sick  persons  by  ambulance,  or  sitting 
cases  by  car.  This  service  is  now  financed  by  the  County  Council 
but  method  of  operation  has  been  little  altered  since  the  change 
over  some  time  ago.  No  complaints  have  been  received  this 
year  about  the  service  given. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Examination  of  water  samples  and  swabs,  etc.,  is  carried  out  at 
the  Pathological  Laboratory  in  Salisbury  Infirmary  free  of  cost 
to  the  Council.  The  service  is  very  satisfactory. 

Care  of  the  Aged 

The  National  Assistance  Act  lays  responsibility  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  institutional  care  of  the  aged  on  the  County  Council. 
Accommodation  is  offered  in  Salisbury  for  the  Southern  Area 
at  Tower  House.  This  institution  has  been  re-planned  and  made 
more  homely  for  the  old  people.  Whilst  this  is  a  satisfactory 
improvement  as  far  as  it  goes,  yet  it  cannot  compare  with  the 
policy  of  giving  the  old  people  apartments  of  their  own  while 
also  having  supervision  and  care. 


Removal  to  Institution  of  Aged  and  Feeble  in 
need  of  Care 

That  section  of  the  above  mentioned  Act  making  provision 
for  the  compulsory  removal  of  feeble  and  aged  people  for  various 
reasons  to  an  institution  is  naturally  a  worrying  one,  and  the 
proceedure  complicated  and  lengthy.  The  duty  of  Certification 
of  the  necessity  of  such  removal  lies  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district  concerned.  No  action  has  been  necessary 
during  the  year. 


Burial  of  the  Dead 

Responsibility  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  cases  where  no 
provision  has  been  made  or  can  be  made  by  any  other  authority 
or  person  lies  with  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  to  the  County 
Council 

Copies  of  all  notifications  of  disease  received  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Council  within  12  hours  of  receipt.  In  return  for 
this  the  County  Council  pay  a  notification  fee  which  equals  that 
paid  by  the  District  Council  to  the  Doctor  concerned. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA 


Main  Drainage 

A  brief  description  of  the  main  drainage  in  the  parishes  of 
Mere,  Tisbury  and  Hindon  was  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1948.  With  the  exception  of  a  new  length  of  sewer 
(approximately  500  feet)  added  to  the  Tisbury  system  in  1949, 
there  has  been  no  further  change. 

The  condition  of  the  works  of  these  sewerage  systems  is 
becoming  worse,  and  river  pollution  at  Mere  and  Tisbury 
continues.  The  Hindon  sewerage  works  particularly  are  heavily 
overloaded  and  the  necessity  for  early  reconstruction  cannot  be 
too  strongly  emphasized. 

Comprehensive  schemes  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  above 
sewerage  systems  are  still  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Council, 
but  progress  has  been  disappointing. 

Ten  connections  were  made  to  the  Mere  system,  two  to 
to  Hindon  and  twenty-five  to  Tisbury. 

East  Knoyle.  The  small  sewage  disposal  works  taken  over 
by  the  Council  in  1948  are  in  need  of  repair. 

Private  Schemes.  There  are  small  private  schemes  at 
Maiden  Bradley,  Berwick  St.  John  and  Zeals.  The  latter  works, 
originally  constructed  by  the  Admiralty  for  the  Royal  Naval 
Air  Service  at  Zeals,  may  be  taken  over  in  due  course. 
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House  Drainage 

Thirteen  septic  tanks  were  constructed  to  private  houses. 
These  consist  mainly  of  sedimentation  tanks,  followed  by  a  coke 
filter,  the  effluent  being  irrigated  through  land  drains. 

There  are  no  Byelaws  regulating  the  size  or  pattern  of  septic 
tanks,  which  vary  according  to  individual  tastes. 

The  Council  do  not  empty  private  tanks  and  cesspools,  or 
remove  night  soil,  but  a  private  firm  operates  in  the  district. 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  to  have  private  tanks 
emptied. 

Public  Cleansing 

Scavenging.  The  organised  monthly  refuse  collection 
scheme  is  in  force  in  the  area.  The  refuse  is  deposited  in  the 
Council’s  refuse  tips  at  Mere,  Donhead  St.  Andrew  andWardour. 

Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  as  far  as  is  reasonably  prac¬ 
ticable,  but  there  is  an  insufficiency  of  covering  material  to  make 
this  scheme  a  complete  success. 

The  provisions  of  Section  75  (1  to  3)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  1936  have  not  yet  been  enforced  in  this  area. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  collected  continues  to  increase. 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse: — 

Number  of  loads  collected  ..  ..  ..  651 

Approximate  tonnage . .  ..  ..  ..  1953 

Salvage.  The  system  of  collecting  salvage  at  the  same  time 
as  refuse  continued  during  the  year,  but  there  has  been  a  marked 
decline  in  the  amount  collected.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the 
inability  of  the  paper  manufacturers  to  take  large  scale  deliveries, 
together  with  the  low  price  now  offered  for  the  waste  material, 
which  makes  the  collection  uneconomical.  The  slow  down  in 
the  collecting  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  is  regretted,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  forsee  what  reaction  this  will  have  if  the  need  should 
arise  in  the  future  for  intensified  collections. 

The  results  of  the  collections  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table: — 
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Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 


Value 
£  s.  d. 
55  0  0 
1  8  1 
1  11  7 


Waste  paper 

Rags 

Bones 


15  2  2 


2  1 

5  2 


Totals 


15  10 


57  19  8 


Verminous  Premises.  Four  houses  were  found  to  be  infected 
with  fleas,  and  were  disinfected.  There  were  no  cases  of  bug 
infestation  reported. 

Rat  and  Mice  Destruction.  Work  under  the  Rat  and  Mice 
Destruction  Act  continued,  arrangements  being  made  as  in 
previous  years  with  the  Wiltshire  Agricultural  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  Pests  Destruction  Officer  to  deal  with  infesta¬ 
tions  which  normally  would  fall  to  the  Council  for  attention 
under  the  Rat  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

The  quarterly  baiting  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  was  also 
carried  out  under  contract  with  the  above  Committee. 

The  sewerage  works,  sewers  and  minor  complaints  are  dealt 
with  direct  by  the  Council. 


Smoke  Abatement 

Periodical  observations  were  made  on  the  few  factory  premises 
in  the  area.  There  was  no  cause  for  statutory  action. 


Sanitation  of  Special  Premises 

Schools.  Structural  repairs  of  a  minor  nature  and  im¬ 
provements  to  sanitation  continue  to  be  made  to  the  small  parish 
schools.  As  many  of  these  schools  are  church  controlled,  the 
lack  of  financial  means  appears  to  be  the  chief  obstacle  to  large 
scale  improvements. 

Shops.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary.  Structural 
alterations  and  improvements  to  light  and  ventilation  were  made 
to  two  premises. 
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Public  Houses  and  Hotels.  Sanitary  improvements, 
repairs  and  redecorations  continue  to  be  made  to  the  hotels  and 
public  houses  throughout  the  district.  The  amount  of  work 
which  can  be  carried  out  to  these  premises  is  necessarily  con¬ 
trolled  in  view  of  the  financial  limits  attached  to  licensing  work. 
Improved  sanitary  arrangements  were  made  to  three  hotels  and 
additional  accommodation  and  improvements  to  the  bar  to  one 
public  house. 

Food  Preparing  Premises.  Bakehouses  were  regularly 
inspected,  lime-washing  and  painting  being  carried  out  upon 
verbal  requests  being  made.  The  reconstruction  of  one  bakehouse 
was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Cafes  were  subject  to  the  usual  periodicalinspectionsandminor 
improvements  effected  were  necessary.  No  food  poisoning 
cases  were  notified. 

Twelve  new  registrations  to  retail  ice-cream  were  added 
during  1949.  No  icecream  is  manufactured  in  the  district.  As 
in  former  years,  supplies  of  this  commodity  are  all  obtained 
from  reliable  firms,  /.<?.,  Walls,  Lyons,  Applins  &  Barrets,  etc., 
whose  premises  are  subject  to  regular  inspection  by  the  various 
local  authorities.  Small  refrigerators  or  ice-cream  cabinets  are 
supplied  at  a  small  rental  for  storing  the  ice-cream  by  the  above 
manufacturers.  No  cases  of  illness  arising  from  the  consumption 
of  this  food  were  reported. 

Butchers’  shops  are  subject  to  regular  inspection,  including 
the  food  preparing  rooms,  where  potted  meats,  sausages,  etc., 
are  made.  These  rooms  are  usually  situated  at  the  rear  of  the 
butchers’  shops,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  staff 
and  premises  is  well  maintained. 


Water  Supply 

Public.  The  general  descriptions  of  the  water  supplies 
of  the  district  are  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

In  connection  with  the  comprehensive  scheme;  in  addition 
to  the  two  new  boreholes  constructed  in  1948,  the  construction 
of  the  300,000  gallon  reservoir  is  nearing  completion. 

There  was  no  occasion  to  report  under  Article  27  (3)  in  1949. 
The  Waterworks  Manager  takes  samples  regularly  under  this 
heading,  and  takes  any  action  necessary  to  maintain  pure  sup¬ 
plies. 
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Four  Chemical  Analyses  of  the  Council’s  Public  Supplies 
were  taken  in  1949,  and  none  of  these  showed  any  evidence  of 
harmful  pollution. 

The  following  data  dealing  with  Bacteriological  samples  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Circular  13/47,  Ministry  of  Health. 

1.  (a)  The  quality  of  the  water  depends  generally  on  the 

source.  Much  of  the  water  in  the  district  is  derived 
from  the  chalk  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  quality 
of  the  water  from  the  numerous  shallow  wells  varies 
considerably. 

(b)  There  are  ample  quantities  of  water  available,  except 
in  those  districts  where  shallow  well  or  rainfall  supplies 
may  cease  during  drought.  During  the  summer  a  num¬ 
ber  of  villages  which  are  not  supplied  from  public 
sources  were  short  of  adequate  supplies,  due  mainly 
to  the  exceptionally  dry  season. 

2.  Results  of  public  supply  bacteriological  analyses  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 

3.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  alkaline  and  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  properties. 

4.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  to  all  public  services  except 
Teffont,  which  is  chlorinated  when  occasion  demands. 


5.  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  sources  in  villages: 


Parish. 

Direct. 

By  Standpipe. 

No.  of 

Population 

No  of. 

Popula- 

houses 

(approx.) 

houses 

tion 

Mere 

.  .  612 

2090 

— 

_ 

Zeals 

.  .  79 

246 

40 

140 

W.  Knoyle 

. .  36 

124 

— 

— 

Sedgehill 

. .  23 

80 

— 

— 

Hindon 

. .  120 

408 

31 

120 

Chilmark 

. .  62 

212 

14 

51 

Tisbury 

. .  425 

1472 

— 

— 

Teffont 

. .  46 

161 

44 

154 

Swallowcliffe 

9 

27 

— 

— 

Donhead 

. .  423 

777 

— 

— 

Totals 

..  1835 

5597 

129 

465 
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Results  of  The  Public  Supply  Bacteriological  Analyses 


Source 

Total  Colonies 
on  agar  at  37  C 
Date  per  1  m.l.  of  water 

Coli  Aerogenes 
per  100  m.l. 
water 

Faecal  tvpe 

B.  Coli  per 
100  m.l.  of  water 

Donhead 

25-  1-49 

— 

3 

— 

Don  head 

25-  5-49 

— 

3 

— 

Donhead 

25-  8-49 

66 

17 

— 

Donhead 

25-10-49 

— 

— 

17 

Mere 

25-  1-49 

— 

— 

— 

Mere 

24-  5-49 

— 

— 

— 

Mere 

25-  8-49 

— 

— 

— 

Mere 

25-10-49 

— 

— 

— 

Teffont 

27-  1-49 

— 

— 

— 

Teffont 

25-  5-49 

267 

20 

3 

Teffont 

2-  6-49 

204 

160 

13 

Teffont 

16-  6-49 

— 

38 

— 

Teffont 

14-  9-49 

300 

160 

5 

Teffont 

26-10-49 

48 

180 

50 

Tisbury 

27-  1-49 

7 

— 

— 

Tisbury 

25-  5-49 

4 

— 

— 

Tisbury 

5-  7-49 

1 

— 

— 

Tisbury 

14-  9-49 

5 

— 

— 

Tisbury 

26-10-49 

192 

50 

5 

Teffont  Springhead.  Three  of  the  bacteriological  samples 
from  the  above  works  showed  evidence  of  pollution  with  coli- 
form  organisms  of  a  faecal  type.  The  source  of  this  supply  is 
the  springhead  some  700  yards  North-West  of  Teffont  Church, 
where  an  abundant  supply  of  hard  but  potable  water  arises  from 
near  the  base  of  the  upper  chalk.  The  springs  emanate  from  an 
outcrop  basin  at  approximately  312  feet  above  ordnance  datum, 
a  height  that  permits  gravitational  service  to  the  village.  The 
yield  of  the  spring  is  directly  influenced  by  rainfall  and  resultant 
infiltration  to  the  underground  reservoir.  During  investigations 
with  regard  to  ascertaining  the  source  of  pollution,  it  was  dis¬ 
closed  that  this  was  probably  caused  by  the  deposit  of  rabbit 
excreta,  traces  of  which  were  found  on  the  inspection  cover  of  the 
reservoir  and  on  the  surrounding  ground.  These  deposits  were 
cleared  away  and  the  water  subjected  to  chlorine  treatment.  It 
is  proposed  to  fence  off  the  ground  area  enclosing  the  rabbit 
burrows. 
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Water  Supply— Private  Sources.  Sixteen  samples  from 
private  sources  were  taken  during  the  year.  Eleven  of  these 
showed  a  degree  of  pollution,  with  coliform  organisms  of  the 
faecal  type,  in  some  cases  to  a  gross  degree  of  pollution,  and  in 
others  to  a  minor  degree.  Contamination  in  two  cases  was 
traced  to  defective  drains.  In  one  case,  the  well  was  situated  in 
the  back  kitchen,  and  fluorescent  tests  disclosed  the  fact  that 
pollution  was  caused  by  the  defective  drainage  emanating  into 
the  well.  Action  was  taken  by  closing  the  well  and  a  temporary 
supply  of  water  was  laid  on.  Eventually,  a  permanent  piped 
supply  was  installed. 

In  other  cases  the  wells  and  tanks  were  cleaned  out,  and  the 
water  subject  to  chlorination. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Meat.  Centralised  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  Salisbury 
abattoir,  where  all  carcases  are  inspected  before  entering  the 
district. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  regular  visits  are  made  to  aH  butchers 
premises  and  inspections  of  meat  made  from  time  to  time. 

The  following  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion: — 


Beef  . 

384 

lbs 

Offal  . 

i 

lbs 

Bacon 

51 J 

lbs 

Fish  . 

238 

lbs 

Canned  Foods 

Meat  . 

42 

lbs 

Fish 

2\ 

lbs 

Milk  . 

100 

lbs 

Fruits,  Soups  and  Vegetables  . . 

40 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

Preserved  Fruit  . . 

40 

lbs 

All  the  foregoing  were  voluntarily  surrendered  at  the  time  of 
inspection,  and  no  proceedings  were  taken. 
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An  analysis  of  the  condemned  beef  shows  that  25  lbs  was  in¬ 
fected  with  tuberculosis,  being  infected  with  a  localised  tuber¬ 
cular  abscess.  No  offal  was  available  for  inspection.  98  lbs  was 
condemned  at  the  Mere  School  Kitchen,  and  was  caused  by 
decomposition  during  the  warm  weather.  Of  the  remainder, 
232  lbs  was  condemned  on  arrival  from  the  Salisbury  abattoir, 
due  to  bone  taint  and  decomposition.  This  quantity  of  beef 
could  have  been  saved  as  the  deterioration  was  due  to  the  inade¬ 
quate  storage  conditions  at  the  abattoir. 


Clean  Food  Campaigns.  No  change  has  occurred  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  above  campaigns  since  sending  off  the 
report  submitted  under  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  12/49  as 
hereunder : — 


Headings 

1.  Lectures  or  classes  for 
food  traders  or  their  em¬ 
ployees. 

2.  Exhibitions. 

3.  Lectures,  etc.,  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  including  local 
women’s  organisations. 

4.  Formation  of  Clean  Food 
Guilds,  etc. 

5.  Formulation  of  local 
Codes  of  Practice. 

6.  Any  other  relevant  activi¬ 
ties. 


Activities 


None. 

None. 

Occasional  lectures  have 
been  given  under  the  auspices 
of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society. 

None. 

None. 

Lectures  and  documentary 
films  on  clean  milk  and  rat 
repression,  both  of  which 
have  a  bearing  on  food 
cleanliness,  have  been  shown 
to  the  general  public  by  var¬ 
ious  societies. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Improvements  to  the  structural  conditions  of  the  cowsheds 
continued  to  make  steady  progress  prior  to  the  handing  over  of 
the  farms  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  the 
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1st  October,  1949.  A  certain  degree  of  co-operation  will  still  be 
required  between  the  above  authority  and  the  local  authorities 
in  the  matter  of  drainage,  new  buildings  and  water  supplies  to 
the  farms.  This  change-over  should  mark  a  new  era  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  clean  and  wholesome  milk. 

Slaughter  of  Animals 

Number  of  renewals  of  licenses  issued  to  slaughter¬ 
men  under  the  1933  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  . .  . .  . .  _ 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949 

Owing  to  the  departure  of  the  Housing  Survey  Officer  in 
November,  1948,  the  survey  was  held  up  until  September  5th, 
1949,  when  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed. 
Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  have  the  survey  speeded  up  and 
good  progress  is  being  made. 

At  the  same  time,  informal  notices  for  urgent  repairs  are  sent 
to  owners,  but  the  main  work  of  reconstruction  and  repairs 
must  be  held  in  abeyance  for  the  time  being,  due  mainly  to  eco¬ 
nomic  reasons.  Many  of  the  cottages  in  this  area  are  rented 
between  six  shillings  and  three  shillings  per  week  and  the  small 
owners  are  naturally  unwilling  to  carry  out  essential  repairs. 
Criticisms  have  been  put  forward  by  these  owners  that  local 
authorities  can  increase  their  rents  of  Council  houses,  whilst 
the  private  owner  has  no  redress.  Nevertheless,  estate  owners 
are  carrying  out  repairs  whenever  possible,  very  often  at  a  finan¬ 
cial  loss. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  Survey  up  to  December,  1949: — 
Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 

or  Public  Health  Acts  . .  .  .  . .  . .  335 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  399 

Number  of  houses  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consul  Regs  . 335 

Number  of  houses  found  totally  unfit  for  habitation  17 
Number  of  defective  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  228 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ..  ..  ..  159 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  . .  . .  . .  65 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  (informal)  . .  . .  94 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  remedied  . .  . .  — 
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Categories 


1 

2 

2/3 

3 

3/4 

4 

5  I 

Total 

Total  for  1949 

53 

122 

— 

93 

7 

43 

17 

335 

Previous  Results  B/F 

64 

255 

2 

109 

75 

43 

63 

611 

Total  for  the  Survey 

117 

377 

2 

202 

82 

86 

80 

946 

These  categorizations  can  only  be  regarded  as  provisional, 
until  after  inspection  and  recommendations  by  the  appropriate 
Committee. 


Factories 


Premises 

No.  on 
register 

No.  of 
No.  of  written 
inspections  notices 

No.  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

10 

24 

3 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 


Authority 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises 

36 

30  3 

Total 

46 

54  6 

— 

Defects 

Particulars.  No.  of  cases 

in  which 

defects  were  found. 

Found 

Referred 
by  H.M. 

Remedied  Inspector 

Cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3  1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

insufficient 

3 

3  2 

— 

Total 

6 

6  3 

— 
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Summary  of  all  Inspections 


Complaints  (Public  Health) .  150 

Water  Supply .  49 

Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4] 

Farms,  Diaries .  110 

Infectious  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  .  .  . .  . .  81 

Factories  54 

Housing  499 

Other  Public  Health  Matters .  60 

Council  House  Repairs  .  506 

Miscellaneous  (Building  Licensing  and  Town 
&  Country  Planning)  .  193 


Total  ..  ..  1781 


Rag  Flock  Act 

There  are  no  registered  rag  flock  dealers,  marine  store  dealers 
or  common  lodging  house  keepers. 

Outworkers’  Premises 

Number  on  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Work: — Wearing  apparel  ..  ..  ..  28 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to 
the  Council  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  — 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply 
lists .  __ 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholsesome 
premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Prosecutions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 
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Infectious  Disease 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during 


the  year : — 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

Pneumonia 

15 

Polio-Myelitis  . . 

6 

Polio-Encephalitis 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Measles 

152 

Whooping  Cough 

84 

Tuberculosis 

No.  Age 

Sex 

Localisation 

1  36 

F 

Lungs 

20 


- 


Tisbury  Printing  Works,  Ltu.,  Tisbury,  Wilts. 


